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RECONCILED TO THE
FATHER
The feeling of not being
welcomes in my own home was
too much for me to bear.
BREAKING THE BONDAGE
OF ADDICTION THROUGH
THE POWER OF LOVE
Why do you allow your children
to mingle with them…?
NEVER WILL I LEAVE YOU
NOR FORSAKE YOU
We were both in dire need of
fix..
LIFE RESTORED
I was arrested and was nearly
sentenced to death
A TRANSFORMED LIFE
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Reconciled to the Father
By Aaron Tan
I experienced a relapse in my drug addiction, which led me back to my unhealthy
lifestyle. My struggle began when I found it difficult to cope with my parent‟s
inability to accept me back into my own home. The feeling of not being welcomed in
my own home was too much for me to bear.
I would get into a rage and randomly smash and hit everything in my apartment. There
was so much rage in me and I did not know how to deal with it. I would lash out at
anyone on things that made me angry. I would wake up next morning and not
know what I had done the night before.
Samuel Krishnan offered help and invited me to stay in his house for a short period
while he help me to reconcile with my parents. Later, things took a nosedive and
after I got home, I started drinking alcohol and taking drugs again. I was kicked out of
the house and the whole cycle of anger, frustration and bitterness began. In
desperation, I sought after Samuel and he advised me to begin the programme at the
Breakthrough Drug Rehabilitation Centre (DRC).
Story continue next page

My first drug was Ganja and
progressively change to pills...
REACHING THE HOMELESS
WITH GOD’S LOVE
“I am the light of the world...the
light of life”
HOPE REVIVED
For thirty years, I have
struggled in prayer to get my son
to the right path

The Prodigal Son ~ Wall mural painted by Aaron Tan (left)
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The Return of
the Prodigal Son
A Story of
Home-coming
Exhausted from a sixweek lecture tour
across the U.S. in
1983, Nouwen seeks
rest in the L’Arche
community in France.
During his stay, a
painting of Rembrandt catches his
attention: The Return
of the Prodigal Son.
Sustained reflection
on the painting slowly
emerges into
awareness of a new
vocation coming to
flower in his heart,
his own personal call
to “come home,” to
make his home with
L’Arche. Identify with
each of the three
main figures in the
painting, Nouwen
crafts a fresh
interpretation of a
classic story,

I joined the programme in September 2008, I learned that character and attitude can determine our
success and lifestyle. I learnt how to deal with my anger and frustration that caused my depression.
Joining this programme enable me to walk closer with the Lord and this enriched my life. I had
rededicated my life to the Lord and hope to experience God in greater measure and to live a discipline
lifestyle.
Discipline is our response to God, our wholehearted „Yes‟ to His will.

Testimony from Mr. Tan (Aaron’s father)
As a parent, I am extremely encouraged by the tremendous change I have seen in Aaron‟s character
and attitude. Indeed the love and power of God transforming him. Our prayer is that one day he will
know and fulfill God‟s purpose for his life.
When I visited the centre recently during the Christmas period, I saw his mural painting of The
Prodigal Son. It was awesome! It is a gift God has bestowed upon him; it is amazing to see the father
embracing the son. Within me, this is what I wanted to do with my own son.

concluding:” though I
am both the younger
son and the elder
son, am not to
remain them, but

I am grateful to God that today we are reconciled! I want to thank Samuel Krishnan for walking with
us on our journey of faith. We have experienced God‟s love through him.

called to become the
Father.”

Editor: The mural was adapted from Rembrandt’s painting of “The Return of the Prodigal Son”
featured on the cover of Henri Nouwen’s book by the same name. You may want to read it for your
own reflections.

Dream Centre, where dreams come alive, where shattered dreams are revived.
God is here, all glory to Him!
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Breaking the Bondage of Addiction through the
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By Samuel Krishnan

“Why do you allow your children to mingle with them (our fellow
brothers in DRC)?” they asked.
“It is the love of Christ… (2 Corinthians 5:14-21).” Samuel answered.
Many brothers was rejected by their families and society due to their
drug addiction, the centre therefore become their new family; where
they experience love and acceptance. Therefore, the operation of the
centre has always been family-oriented.
Children share unconditional love and this love warms our hearts. It had
also been proven to help those who are participating in the two-year
programme. The interaction with children helps the development of relational skills. There is always laughter and joy
when we have children around and this is the best therapy for stress.
Our children (Brianna, Nathanael, Nolan and Josiah) love the Centre and all our fellow brothers here who are joining
the programme. They look forward each day to join them and our brothers loved the presence of our children too. We
celebrated birthdays, holidays, Christmas and sometimes go on outing together as one family.
As a family, we learned that we do make mistakes and all are far from perfect. We seek to ask each other forgiveness,
exercise, patient, gentleness, compassion, accountability and love one another just as the Lord loves us.
There was also a sad moment, when a brother close to our children decided to discontinue the programme and leave
without completing it. The children felt very sad and wept for the absence of the fellow brother. As they grew older,
they began to understand and learn the many lessons of life.
Though there are many challenges but together with our children, our fellow workers and volunteers, we will
persevere in this journey of faith.
Our desire as a family is to continue by God‟s grace to
be an instrument to give hope to the hopeless, to share
love with those who was rejected and witness the
transformation that takes place through the power of
love and the truth found in our loving Saviour Jesus
Christ.
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Never will I leave you, nor forsake you
By Lim Kok Teong
I had always found ways to get money to purchase
drugs. One day, I was told that someone owned a
very expensive watch. Together with a friend, we
planned to steal this watch and went to search for this
person, we were both in dire need of fix.
While searching for the location, we saw a building
named Dream Centre. We went in and was attended
by a brother named Chong. We were very hungry
and while talking to Chong, we realised that there
was a special function being held inside the building
and there was food! Chong generously offered us to join him and shared some food with us.
Only then I realised that this is a church. Touched by Chong‟s kindness, I shared my problem with him. Chong
patiently listened and offered ways to help me with my addiction. I was then introduced to Samuel Krishnan, the Head
of Ministry of Breakthrough Drug Rehabilitation Centre. I could barely stand the drug withdrawal but I decided to
wait till the function is over to prove my sincerity to seek help for my addiction. By God‟s grace, I was accepted into
the programme.
I believed all this is not a coincidence but the mercy of God. God‟s Spirit led me to Dream Centre and in this place I
found a chance to be set free from this addiction. By now, I had completed my 1st year of the programme.
During my time here, I rededicated my life to the Lord and surrendered all the hurts, bitterness and anger. I am looking
forward for a fresh new start in my life. With God‟s help, I believe I can achieve that as I have learnt to trust Him
wholeheartedly. He has promised me in the scripture, “Never will I leave you, nor forsake you” and because of that I
will always be still and know that He is God.

Life Restored

By Kumarsamy

I was a Hindu, living with my wife and son. We were
an ordinary and simple family, but things had a total
change when I was arrested and was nearly sentenced
to death for drug trafficking.
I was a lorry driver, faced marriage problems and the
desire to earn more money led me to involve in drug
trafficking.
By God‟s grace, I escaped the death penalty and was imprisoned for 10 years instead. I lost everything, my wife left
me with another man and took my son and all my money. None of my family members visited me in prison. Hurts,
emptiness and loneliness filled my life. 10 years passed, I was released and met up with friends who suggested the
way to forget all my problems and misery. Again, I went back to my old lifestyle. I was sent to Pusat Serenti many
times since then.
I tried many ways to start life anew, but I failed over and over again. Through a friend, I heard about Kuala Lumpur
Urban Fellowship (KLUF) that they provide food, shower and clean clothes for the street and homeless people. In
January 2009, I decided to check out the place. I met Brother Steve and sought his help.
I learned about Jesus through the Bible study. In June 2009, I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour. Through
the love and help of the fellow brothers in KLUF, I decided to find a job and continue to walk with Jesus and to learn
to be accountable for my life.
I thank God for His peace and love, a life restored by His grace and mercy. All glory to God!
Editor: Kumarsamy had found odd jobs but is still looking for a permanent place to stay. If you can help, please contact Steve Yew.
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A Transformed Life
By Steve Yew
As I was writing this, I realised that I will soon turn 54 years old. When I reflected on the past - I have been set free
from drugs since 1992, for the present and the future. I couldn‟t stop praising, thanking and giving all glory to Him.
I was a drug addict since 1970. My first drug was Ganja and progressively change to pills, opium, morphine and
heroin. I smoked and did injection. I had been to prison four times and was admitted to government centre once.
My life then revolved around the triad, selling drugs, different vices and all kinds of illegal activities in Klang
Valley.
Year 1986, I was arrested and imprisoned for house break-in. There in the prison I met the Lord. Through the Prison
Ministry of Malaysian Care, I learned that there is a hope and a future in Jesus Christ. When I am with Him (even in
prison), I still felt the unspeakable joy and peace which no words can express.

The Bible says: “ The devil came to steal, kill and destroy” - my health, family, friends, joy, hope and etc. But Jesus
Christ came so that we can have life - abundant life (John 10:10). A life that can produce lives.
Why did He choose me? I have no idea, but I can testify that in Him, I find new life, new hope, the abundant life as
He promised.
I am blessed with a happy marriage, and am enjoying good health, I had been reconciled with my family and am
enjoying good friendships with my family members. We are encouraging one another instead of condemning,
building up instead of tearing down.
By God‟s grace, I am now serving in the Street Ministry in reaching out to the homeless, the hungry and those who
are poor and needy in our community, especially those that made the street their home. We do this by extending a
hand of help and friendship to them. To let them know that a new hope and future is possible with Jesus Christ and
He is real!
Jesus Christ is indeed waiting with an outstretched arm.
Editor: The Street Ministry has just started a simple community health clinic at the Klang Bus station with a
community nurse, Janet John. They are looking for various health care professionals, including doctors, nurses and
pharmacists whether retired or working part-time, to serve during the week as well as during weekends. Please
contact the office or Steve Yew if you can help. Thank you.
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By Annie Lee (OM)

Reaching the Homeless

I was so touched to see the street people singing and praising God at the Kuala Lumpur Urban Fellowship (KLUF).
Revelation 7:9-12 came to mind, that at the last day, a great multitude where no one can count, from every nation,
tribe, people and language will stand before His throne and worship God. Seeing Steve and his team working hard and
faithfully serving and bless the street people, demonstrating God‟s love through helping and caring for them.
One day, I decided to bless them with lunch, one elderly man came and asked me why I wanted to bless people like him
who was despised by others. I told him because my God loves me so much that I am now sharing His love to
others. He was moved and said he believed that our God is a loving God. Indeed, our God is so loving.
Many street people who visited KLUF felt the peace and joy. Some shared that: “Di sini, hati saya senang dan tenang,
semua orang bagaikan keluarga saya. Saya suka pusat ini and semua orang di sini sangat baik and mereka selalu
menolong kami. Di sini Kami merasai kasih sayang yang ikhlas”. Many of the homeless people have been living
along the street for years and in this centre they found sense of acceptance and belonging.
Mr. A (not his real name) was sick and came to KLUF for food and medication. He said that : “My own people
rejected me and even refused to help me to get a bus ticket to return to my hometown. So I challenged them that I will
come to KLUF, they asked me to get out.” He noticed that the people here are helpful and caring, which was very
different from what he had experienced. “Here, it is like my home.” he said.
Madam Z (not her real name) in her 50s, she married young and now separated with her husband. After her parents
passed away, her family members always quarrelled and she felt so disappointed and didn‟t want to be a
burden to her family. She then decided to live on the street. On the third day, she was told by another street people where
to find food. She said: “Street people are very friendly, they respect each other even when they don‟t know each other.”
She has been staying on the street for almost 2 years now and the hardest thing for her is when she have to
endure hunger. Now with the help of KLUF, she met new friends and she hope to help others who are also homeless
and needy like her.
By Gloria Loo (Psychology Student,
Sunway University College)
As I first entered the grounds of the Klang Bus Station, the
stench and dampness of the place reminded me of how I‟d
prefer to avoid this kind of places. The stench of concentrated
urine penetrated my nose to the extent that I didn‟t know how to
cover my nose. Walking up the stairways, the stench
dispersed. What I saw at the entrance of the KLUF was not as
foul, but I felt as though I was greeted with a sad and
depressing ambience. I took a glance at those who were taking
refuge there, careful not to look into their eyes for fear of this
„unknown world‟ and what it holds.
Looking back, I realised that I related my experiences with
mu ch d isco mfo rt. It ma y see m u nco mfo rtab le and
unapproachable. It is certainly not my intention to invoke this
kind of perspective and deter anyone from ever giving a hand to
the needy. I really want to help them, but with what means can I
achieve it? The little we could do was to talk with those who
took refuge there and be a friend. But how? All we need to do is
to approach them and start talking and at the same time be a
good listener.
Observing the food-sharing session was an enjoyable experience despite of the location. What strike me the most was
that all the volunteers were willing to commit themselves to serve. This is a good experience for me as I reflected on my
journey and my beliefs. I had a really good time finding my place and purpose in the society, reaching out to the
homeless and needy.
Editor: Many college and university students had come to KLUF for exposure to community work and social concern. It is a place
where they can reflect on poverty, justice, mercy and love. They can sensitise their hearts again. It is also a place to learn to
treasure their family and friends.
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with God’s love
By Yie Chu
The opportunity to be in Kuala Lumpur Urban Fellowship and serve the homeless people is a priceless experience. I
was touched each time when I attend the Street Church. An Indian uncle will welcome me with a big smile and invite
me to sit beside him, he will then start to share his stories. Never mind with the repeated stories, I felt his need to be
heard and a listener that will understand what he has gone through in life.
I will never forget one day during the prayer, when Mr. Lawrence said: “ although being called „sampah masyarat‟, we
should not devalue ourselves…” I was stunned. I recalled this phrase during my school time but never occur to me as a
word of discrimination or prejudice. This leads me to ponder; we have talked so much about increasing social
awareness in the education setting but how much have we done and how much do I know?
KLUF has provided me with a valuable eye-opening experience, an opportunity to be in this close proximity to listen
to the homeless and the challenge to create social awareness in our society. I strongly felt that it is about what we can
do with them not only what to do for them.

GOD FOUND ME … I’m no longer in darkness
By Amy Wong
I was an orphan and was adopted by a couple and my mother
loved me very much but my other family members
disliked me because of my dark complexion. I started
working when I was 12 years old, as our family were very
poor and they cannot afford to support me. During that
time, I got involved in some social problems through the
influence by peers.
My mother passed away when I was 18 and I was asked to
move out from the house. Since then, I lived in the streets
without a home to take refuge.

Amy Wong and Annie Moh
In 2006, I was introduced to Pastor Long and Brother Steve
Yew through the Street Ministry Food-sharing programme at
the Drop-in Centre. Through their sharing, I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour. I started learning and
growing as a Christian and even started serving at a home. However, at one stage, I was confused. That was
the time when I felt discouraged and neglected the Lord.
However, the Lord is always good. He did not leave me nor forsake me. With the help of Brother Steve and
Brother Matthew, my relationship with the Lord was restored in late 2008.
By the love and grace of God, my life was transformed and I was not the same as before in 2006. It has been a
year since I started serving as a volunteer in the Street Ministry. I have learnt so much and I pray that the Lord
will continue to use me as His instrument to help those who are needy and homeless, so that they too will find
hope in Jesus Christ.
John 8:12 - Jesus said,: “ I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.”
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Hope Revived
By Nathan
My son Kenny (not his real name) is currently at the Breakthrough Drug Rehabilitation Centre. He joined the
centre in April 2009. Kenny has been a problematic son since his teenage days and has never focused on his
future. He tried many times to walk the straight path only to stray into bad company and mindless activities.
We as parents have always stood by him even through it brought us grief and unhappiness. His turning point
was late last year when he was arrested for possession of drugs. He came to his senses that he needed
rehabilitation and we approached Malaysian Care and they directed us to Breakthrough Drug Rehabilitation
Centre. However, we had some reservations as to whether he would persevere as he has disappointed us on
numerous occasions, giving us hope that he would change only to return to his old ways.
It is God‟s awesome plan to have a vacancy for Kenny under the care of Brother Samuel Krishnan. Brother
Samuel‟s gifting in the area of handling young adult delinquents has provided hope for us. He understands
Kenny‟s problems and has been counselling him as well as teaching the Word of God and imparting godly
principles.
We have visited Kenny a few times and even attended DUMC‟s weekend celebration to show him that we care,
that we love him and supporting the ministry. I have notice that the other youths and my son listen attentively to
Brother Samuel. Of late, we have seen tremendous changes in Kenny‟s outlook, behaviour and attitude. He has
mellowed down a lot. We know it is a long process for him to overcome his past and to surrender all
footholds in his life that he has given to Satan, We as parents are greatly blessed that Kenny is being well
groomed and mentored by Brother Samuel.
Three months ago my wife had to undergo a heart operation and we requested for the centre to pray for her.
After the operation, I went to give a testimony and was overwhelmed with joy and at the same time shocked
beyond belief when I saw my son fall on his knees, seeking forgiveness in prayer. Never in all my years as
Kenny‟s father did I dream I would witness such a scene.
Brother Samuel has sacrificed his life towards this ministry despite family commitments. As parents, we are
appreciative and thankful to God that he has become my son‟s spiritual father. I do expect to see more
changes in Kenny‟s life and ultimately hope that he will head towards a bright future.
The ministry of DRC is truly a blessing to parents like us who struggle to believe that God has a plan for our
children no matter how bad they are. The ministry provides hope us who are on the verge of giving up. For
thirty years, I have struggled in prayer and in deed to get my son to the right path. To see incremental
changes in Kenny helps to heal the pain and erase those painful memories of the past.
I do hope and pray that the ministry will continue to minister to those who are hungry for a breakthrough in
their lives. God bless your church and all the ministries.
We welcome all to join us as a volunteer in Community Excel Services (CES). You can make a positive
difference to bless the community. Transformation of Society takes place one person at a time. All it
takes is a willingness and commitment to be available, to serve and to learn. Come and experience the
“Joy of the Lord” as you become a channel of God‟s love and grace to others.
You can also support CES and associated ministries by giving us used clothes, contribute to our
Foodbank, or make contributions in cash or in kind. More information can be found on our website.
Cash donations should be placed in an envelope and marked for Community Excel Services. Cheques
should be crossed and addressed to “Community Excel Services”. If it is designated for a particular
ministry, please indicate it on the back of the envelope or if it is a cheque, it can be posted to our office at:
Dream Centre, 2 Jalan 13/1, Seksyen 13, 46200, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
Tel: +603 7958 7388
Fax: +603 7958 3787
Email: general@ces.org.my Website: www.ces.org.my

